Similar effects of nifedipine and hydralazine on anaesthesia and hypermotility induced by pentobarbitone in mice.
Nifedipine, a dihydropyridine calcium channel blocker, and hydralazine, a non-calcium channel antagonist vasodilatator, enhanced pentobarbitone-induced sleeping time and reversed locomotor hyperactivity induced by a subhypnotic dose of the barbiturate in mice. The similarity of the behavioural effects, exerted by nifedipine and hydralazine, suggest that haemodynamic factors may play an important role in the interaction of calcium channel antagonists with barbiturates.